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Title
“A STUDY CASE OF NEWSPAPERS TO INFER THE NOTION
OF TECCHNOLOGY TODAY.
A recovery of the context for analyzing the socio-technical process of co-construction”
Research plan1:
The objective is to analyze2 various newspapers3 in order to get as close as
possible to a definition of what is now meant by technology, reflecting from the social
construction of technology and some of the most important of semiotics around key
concepts such as reading, reader, medium, messages, and context. Thus, the purpose is
to see how from the performance, the design and context of media, such notions can be
inferred, recovering the socio-technical content production and its relationship with a
specifical context.
We said that all communication technology introduces changes in the modes of
reading and interpreting the messages. However, an important question to think about
the current processes of reading is: what has changed? And if there are changes, what
has changed and how? What characteristics do they have? We cannot identify the
source of change in a metaphysical sense of the term to identify changes, but we can
work with the notion of entstehung o herkunft from (Nietzsche). In others words, given
current conditions, the socio-technical conditions of technology also become something
that must be analyzed within the contextual variables: historical moment of its
appearance, socio-geographical distribution, its place in the national media map, and
how to be up to in relation to the quantity and the characteristics of the receivers
(audiences? users? public?) of the message, and so on.
We agree with Witschge when she said that “not all tools for participation are
equally meaningful and that the demotic turn in news journalism does not merely lie in
the technological innovations, but it is also informed by the social, cultural, political and
economic context of news media”. And we could also say that even more in a specific
historical context of each place. In this sense, we can see that there is a socio-technical
relation that links the process of content production, with the particular functions of
each newspaper, and its readers (Bijker-Pinch, 1987; Oudshoorn-Pinch, 2005;
Boczkowski; 2006). Newspapers, whether on paper or in digital form, have always been
produced and modified in their formats by different technological innovations
(Boczkowski; 2006), but also constructed from cultural, social, economic and political
factors. There are processes of co-construction between existing social and
technological aspects in all media. Newspapers, as we know them today, come in
modernity, setting the modern notions of reader, participation and democracy. These
interrelated ideas, give us clues to infer a notion of technology and its relationship with
the notions of media4 and message, to observe what happens to/with the message.
1

These ideas are proposed in order to discuss later in a skype interview with the director of the project
and reformulated if it is necessary.
2
I think that once I am there we can choose what newspapers in traditional and digital formats we can
analyse, if only in the Netherlands or comparing newspapers from different countries.
3
We must clarify that “newspaper” is not the same as “press”. Newspapers can be identified as specific
mass media with distinctive editorial lines, and political functions; but also as commercial companies.
The press instead, can be considered as a historical, political and cultural actor with special characteristics
in each region; conformed by several mass media, crossed by economic and technological factors, and
located in a particular context.
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How to analyze technology today considering the complexity of the aspects –
social, technological, political-, that it involves? How is the influence of the specific
characteristics of the context in the decision of what technological tools used by each
media? What are some of the characteristics of the process that are co-constructed
between newspapers and the socio-technical issues? What kind of technology are they
creating now? What relationships appear with the context? The comparison between
traditional and digital newspapers, paper and bits, would allow us to see what the most
relevant criteria are in each one and recover the significance of the context and the
external dimensions in the analyses of technology.
We agree with Coleman & Ross (2010: 154), when they say that “a great
underlying paradox exists in the changing relationship between journalism and its
publics, however: The public seems to have ever-greater access to the media; more
opportunities to produce its own media content, or even their own media; comment on
and challenge mainstream news; and seek alternative platforms of public information.
At the same time, the public’s discontent with (news) media and its ‘elite’ sources is as
widespread as ever, if not continually growing”. Faced with this we may ask : Do
readers really have a possibility to interact and change the situation? Do they really have
opportunities to create their own contents? Do they know the veracity of the sources and
the possibility to question them? The reader is a political subject, and is also a subject of
knowledge. He builds his view of the world through reading, newspapers, books or
surfing the different places on the web. The technology of writing was, and still is
nowadays, one of the technologies that allowed the reader to interact, to
intercommunicate with other readers and also with the newspaper. Writing and reading
continue being the most important technologies in relation with readers and with the
function of the media.
So, what does digital technology nowadays allow? And, how does it work? Are
there iconic characteristics of newspapers and the interaction spaces? Is there a bond
formed between different kinds of images, audio-visual and photographs? Is the
language a distinctive element and identifier of a specific context in which it is the
medium? Are the effects (expected? undesirable? unforeseen?) generated through the
reading of the contents published there and the subsequent interconnections among
users? Are the interactions that take place off screen there? Or is just the information
published there? It is important to rethink the importance of factors that are not so
notorious once triggered the introduction of technology in society and which function as
variables of a given set of relations (modes of reading, the texts, symbolic organization,
social structure, etc.) that give rise to epistemological configurations and formalized
systems (Foucault, 1970:23).
These epistemological levels have been produced, socially constructed and
shaped the development and the introduction of various technologies (Bijker, Pinch
1987) in the society. They also contain a meaning of subject, of knowledge, a
perspective of the world. The co-existence of both newspapers are part of a bigger
device (Foucault, 1991) that allow us to read content –digitally or in paper-, but, apart
from that, it is also the product of relations of technological development, economic,
political, social and cultural aspects. Considering that technology is used according to
different objectives, we can approximate to a notion of technology analysing the
processes of co-construction that take place between the specific context and sociotechnical aspects.
4

By “media”, we are going to understand a special type of mass communication media, with their
specific characteristics and their own logics of working.
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Which are the technological differences between both formats? Which are the
underlying epistemological criteria? Taking a study case of newspapers, the objective
will be to approach and develop some ideas of it.
Objectives:
General
1- Analysed the specifically aspects of the interfaces of the newspapers –digital and
paper- to infer a notion of technology.
Specifics
1- Compare only the design features of traditional newspapers and journals line that
allow us to infer the notion of technology.
2- Recognize the social and technical characteristics that they have.
3- Analyse the characteristics of social-technical of each support in order to see coconstruction processes between the function of newspapers and the specific
context.
Activities and methodology:
The methodology used is qualitative-interpretative, and its main focus is on the
social construction of technology and in the semiotics, to complement the approach of
the research.
The social construction of technology will allow us to understand and analyze
the characteristics of “co-construction” technological process: the uses that take place
between users and technology changes, the modes in which the messages are produced,
how the contextual factors take place into the newspapers. But most of all divide the
object into different analytical levels. Each support have a specific mode of technology.
The concepts of semiotics are the correct notions to look into visual, scriptural and
iconographic aspects of the interfaces, through which we perceive the content published
in every newspapers.
The listing, description and analysis of the elements of the interfaces will give us
the “junction points” to think the vision that prevails in the current technological
developments to design the scriptural strategies, ways of perceiving and read it, and the
specific elements of the context.
More specific activities to develop, will be decided with the project coordinator.

Bibliography5.
5

The bibliography proposed is the one that is available here, but the idea is to add more new bibliography
once I start to work in the project.

3

Research plan for Europlata Erasmus Mundus. Lic. Soledad Ayala.

AGGER, Michael. “Lazy eyes. How you read online”. http://www.slate.com/id/2193552/
BARBIER, Fredéric; BERTHO LAVENIR, Catherine. History of the media: from Diderot to
Internet, ed. Colihue, Buenos Aires, 1996.
BARTHES, Roland. S/Z, ed. Siglo Veintiuno Ediciones S.A, España, 1980.
BIJKER, Wiebe E. “Why and how technology is important?” in Redes 21, Magazine of the
Social Studies of Science, ed. Universidad Nacional de Quilmes, 2005.
Boczkowski, Pablo. Digitizing the news: Innovation in online newspapers. Cambridge, Mass:
MIT Press, 2004.
BRIGGS, Asa; BURKE, Peter. From Gutenberg to Internet. A social history of the mass media
communication, ed. Taurus, Madrid, 2002.
CAVALLO, G y CHARTIER, R. History of reading, ed. Taurus, Madrid, 1998.
COLEMAN, S., & Ross, K. The media and the public: ‘Them’ and ‘us’ in media discourse.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.
DARNTON, Robert. “The Library in the New Age”, for the New York Review of Books head
of the Harvard University library, 5 de junio de 2008.
ECO, Umberto. Reader in fabula: the interpretative cooperation in the narrative text, ed.
Lumen, Barcelona, 1981.
FOUCAULT, Michel. Knowledge and truth, ed La Piqueta, Madrid, 1991.
Foucault, Michel. Nietzsche, the genealogy, the history. Valencia: Pre-Textos, 1988.
FOUCAULT, Michel. The history of sexuality. “La voluntad de saber”, ed. Siglo XXI, México,
1996.
FRASCARA, Jorge. Graphics design for people, ed. Infinito, Buenos Aires, 2008.
GARCÍA CANCLINI, Néstor. “The consumption is used to think”, in “Diálogo” Review Nro
30, Lima, 1991.
BUSTAMENTE, Enrique; Trough a new global system communication, ed. Gedisa, Barcelona,
2003.
JAY, M. Force of fields, ed. Paidós, Buenos Aires, 2003.
MC LUHAN, Marshall. The medium is the message, ed. Paidos, Barcelona, 1988.
MC LUHAN, Marshall. The law of the mediums, ed. Paidos, Barcelona, 1988.
NIELSEN, Jakob. Usability. Design for web sites, Pearson Educación, Madrid, 2000.
Oudshoorn, Nelly, and T. J. Pinch. How Users Matter: The Co-Construction of Users and
Technology. Cambridge, Mass: MIT, 2005.
SCOLARI, Carlos. To “click”, ed. Gedisa, Barcelona, 2004.
SIMONE, Raffaele. The third phase, ed. Taurus, Buenos Aires, 2001.
TENOPIR, Carol. “The Google generation: the information behaviour of the researcher of the
future” in www.emeraldinsight.com/0001-253X.htm
THOMAS, Hernán; BUCH, Alfonso. Acts, actors and artifacts, ed. Universidad Nacional de
Quilmes, 2008.
UMBLE, Diane Zimmerman. “The Amish and the telephone: resistance and reconstruction”, en
R. Silverstone & Erich Hirsch. Consuming technologies. Media information in domestic spaces.
London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1994.
VAN DIJK, Jan y HACKER, Kenneth. “The digital Divide as a complex and dynamic
phenomenon”, en The information society ISSN: 1087-6537 on line, 19: 315-326, 2003.
VERCELLI, Ariel. Rethinking the common intellectual materials. PhD Thesis.
http://www.arielvercelli.org/libros/
WALTON, Dominique. Internet, and after it? Ed. Gedisa, Barcelona, 2000.
WITSCHGE, Tamara. “In search of the public: The changing role of the audience in
journalistic practice”. Research Statement for Rosalind Franklin Fellowships, University of
Groningen.

4

